LEF~

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PROTECTION
FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE

IT’S YOUR PRIDE AND JOY. YOU'VE SPENT MONEY ON IT, WASHED IT, POLISHED IT, AND YOU LOVE RIDING IT.
BUT HOW DO YOU BEST PROTECT YOUR MOTORCYCLE FROM LIFE’S LITTLE ACCIDENTS?

HERE’S A RUN-DOWN OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECES OF PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR BIKE:

RADIATOR GUARD:

ONE OF THE FIRST BITS OF DAMAGE YOU’LL NOTICE ON YOUR BIKE ARE THE
DENTS AND SCRATCHES YOU’'LL GET ON YOUR RADIATOR FROM STONES AND
OTHER ROAD DEBRIS. EVEN FROM JUST A CASUAL HIGHWAY CRUISE OR
RIDING AROUND TOWN. BUT WORST CASE SCENARIO IS THAT YOU CAN EVEN
PUNCTURE A HOLE IN YOUR EXPENSIVE RADIATOR!

THIS CAN BE SOLVED WITH A LIGHT-WEIGHT RADIATOR GUARD THAT, IF
DESIGNED THE RIGHT WAY, WILL NOT ONLY STOP ROCKS AND OTHER

ITEMS HITTING YOUR RADIATOR, BUT STILL ALLOW PLENTY OF AIRFLOW
THROUGH.

RADIATOR GUARDS ARE USUALLY MADE FROM ALUMINUM OR
STAINLESS STEEL, AND ARE DESIGNED FOR YOUR PARTICULAR BIKE
MODEL, MEANING THEY SHOULD FIT QUICKLY AND WITH NO
MODIFICATIONS REQUIRED. AND NO CABLE TIES EITHER! IF THE
RADIATOR GUARD YOU'RE CONSIDERING HAS CABLE TIES, HUNT
AROUND FOR ANOTHER BRAND THAT BOLTS STRAIGHT ON USING
THE EXISTING MOUNTING POINTS.

CrAsH BoBBINS:

NO MATTER HOW SAFE A RIDER YOU ARE, EVERYONE
EVENTUALLY DROPS THEIR BIKE. SOMETIMES IT’S NOT
EVEN YOUR FAULT! WHEN THIS HAPPENS, IT CAN CAUSE
EXPENSIVE REPAIRS, ESPECIALLY IF YOU'VE GOT FAIRINGS.

CRASH BOBBINS (ALSO CALLED FRAME SLIDERS) ARE
DESIGNED TO HELP MINIMISE DAMAGE TO THE MAIN FRAME
AREA OF YOUR BIKE INCLUDING FAIRINGS, ENGINE CASES, ETC.
THE AMOUNT OF PROTECTION VARIES DEPENDING ON THE TYPE

AND BRAND OF SLIDERS, BUT THEY ARE ALL DESIGNED TO BE A
SACRIFICIAL UNIT, SO THAT IF YOU HAVE A FALL, YOU CAN JUST
REPLACE THE SLIDER (E.G. $50) INSTEAD OF A WHOLE NEW FAIRING.

FOR THE MAJORITY OF BIKES, FRAME SLIDERS SHOULD BE ABLE TO
BE FITTED DIRECTLY TO YOUR FRAME TO AN EXISTING MOUNTING
POINT, WITHOUT ANY MODIFICATIONS.



AXLE SLIDERS:

ALTHOUGH MAIN FRAME SLIDERS PROVIDE A GOOD AMOUNT OF PROTECTION,
THEY GENERALLY DON’T COVER YOUR FRONT FORKS, BRAKE CALIPERS, OR
SWING-ARM. THIS IS WHERE AXLE SLIDERS COME IN (ALSO KNOWN AS
SPINDLE BOBBINS).

AXLE SLIDERS ARE PROTECTIVE BOBBINS THAT ARE MOUNTED ON A
“SPINDLE” THAT FEEDS THROUGH YOUR FRONT OR REAR AXLE. THEY'RE
AN ABSOLUTE CINCH TO INSTALL AND WILL HELP PROTECT THE FRONT
AND REAR WHEEL AREAS IN THE EVENT OF A FALL.

FOR THOSE BIKES THAT DON'T HAVE TRADITIONAL PADDOCK STAND
BOBBIN LOCATION POINTS, YOU CAN SOMETIMES GET REAR AXLE
SPINDLE BOBBINS THAT ALSO ACT AS PADDOCK STAND BOBBINS.
THESE ARE DESIGNED SLIGHTLY DIFFERENTLY, SO THEY HAVE A
GROOVE IN THE BOBBIN FOR YOUR PADDOCK STAND TO

HOOK INTO.

CRrAsSH BARSs:

FOR THE NEXT LEVEL IN MAIN FRAME PROTECTION YOU CAN
OPT FOR CRASH BARS. THESE ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR ALL
MODELS, BUT THEY CONSIST OF A HEAVY DUTY BAR THAT
BOLTS ONTO YOUR BIKE, TO COMPLETELY PROTECT IT IF YOU
CRASH. WHILE QUITE EFFECTIVE, CRASH BARS ARE QUITE
HEAVY AND ALSO SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE LOOK OF
YOUR BIKE.
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MorE PrRobDUCTS:
THERE ARE PLENTY OF OTHER KINDS OF PROTECTIVE GEAR YOU CAN BUY FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE.
HERE’'S A FEW TO CONSIDER:

AIR INTAKE GUARDS - STOP DEBRIS FROM DAMAGING YOUR AIR INTAKES AT HIGH SPEED

BAR END SLIDERS - PROTECT YOUR BAR ENDS IN THE EVENT OF A FALL

BIKE COVER - FOR PROTECTING YOUR BIKE WHEN YOU’RE NOT RIDING!

BASH PLATE - GREAT FOR GOING OFF-ROAD, PROTECTS YOUR SUMP ETC.

DOWNPIPE GRILLS - FOR THOSE BIKES THAT NEED THEM, PROTECT YOUR DOWNPIPES

ENGINE CASE COVERS - AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, THEY COVER YOUR ENGINE CASES!

ENGINE GUARDS - HEAVIER DUTY GUARDS THAT PROTECT YOUR LOWER ENGINE

EXHAUST PROTECTORS - USUALLY WRAP AROUND YOUR EXHAUST TO PREVENT SCRATCHES

HEADLIGHT GUARDS - ESPECIALLY GOOD FOR OFF-ROAD, PROTECTS YOUR HEADLIGHT FROM ROCKS ETC.
TAIL SLIDERS - HELP PROTECT YOUR REAR SEAT AREA IN A FALL

TANK SLIDERS - ATTACHING TO THE SIDES OF YOUR TANK, THESE CAN HELP PROTECT YOUR TANK IN DROP
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